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to their moral height. Such men and women wilt have
shown personal bravery of a type far-superior to that shown
in armed warfare. In each case the bravery consists in dy-
ing, not in killing. Lastly, there is no such thing as defeat
in non-violent resistance. That such a thing has not happen-
ed before is no answer to my speculation. I have drawn
no impossible picture. History is replete with instances of
individual non-violence of the type I have mentioned.
There is no warrant for saying or thinking that a group of
men and women cannot by sufficient training act non-
violently as a group or nation. Indeed the sum total of the
experience of mankind is that men somehow or other live
on—frOm which fact I infer that it is the law of love that
rules mankind. Had violence, i.e. hate3 ruled us? we should
have become extinct long ago. And yet the tragedy of it is
that the so-called civilized men and nations conduct them-
selves as if the basis of society was violence. It gives me
ineffable joy to make experiments proving that love^ is
the supreme and only law of life. Much evidence to the
contrary cannot shake my faith. Even the mixed non-vio-
lence of India has supported it. But if it is not enough to
convince an unbeliever, it is enough to incline a friendly
critic to view it with favour.
Sevagram, 8-4-540
Harijan, 13-4-1940
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OF WHAT AVAIL IS NON-VIOLENCE?
An Indian friend writes:
"Yesterday Reuter in pathetic terms related how the popu-
lation of Norway under the rain of bombs and machine gun bullets
was fleeting from towns completely demoralized and in panic.
It is shocking that such good people should so suddenly be reduced
to this helpless condition simply* because they had neither the
•mJX nor the resources to develop the technique of destruction into
a fine art. The futility of violence, and also, I fear, its temporary
efficacy, is being proved. Of what avail was the violent defence
of Norway? And yet for the time being the bigger violence of

